Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: This document relates to 3.27, 3.73 and 3.74 EYFS Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement Sharing information about a child who will start at the setting.
Under the United Nations Convention of Rights of the Child (UNCRC); all adults are responsible for modelling rights and respecting behaviour for all children. This ensures that all children are able to fulfil their potential in a rights respecting environment. 

Article 1, A child is any person under the age of 18

Article 2, All children have the right to all 54 Articles of the convention on the rights of the child

Article 3 (best interests of the child) The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children.
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14. Home visit 
Policy statement
Aim of Home Visit; we believe that a home visit will aid us in building up a warm caring relationship with the child and parent/carer before the child starts preschool. It will ease the settling in period and establish a friendship when we meet the child in their natural environment. It helps a child to feel more confident about their transition from home to preschool if they have met their key person on familiar territory. We also want our parents to share as much information as possible about their child. This information will help us get to know the child’s needs and to plan an appropriate settling in programme. We want to get a picture of what the child likes to do at home, and give the parent enough time to tell us and not feel rushed. 

It gives the practitioners the opportunity to discuss the setting in depth and to share all the information of what we do with in the setting daily. These visits also allow the parent/carer the opportunity to share things in private and without interruption.
Procedure
· Staff should attend home visits in pairs for their own safety. They must fill in the log that is in the office/setting. This is; time of visit, place of visit and they must sign out the setting home visits phone. One of the staff should be the key worker for the child being visited. If the practitioners feel threatened or in a dangerous situation, they must ring the setting and use the code words “could you have a look in the red folder”, this will alert the setting that they are in a position of danger and we would ring 999. When the practitioners return to the setting they must sign the log book and return the phone.
· Home visits will not be carried out uninvited. Staff will have arranged a date and time well in advance of the visit. Parents/carers do not have to have a home visit if they do not wish it. They will be offered the option when they enrol their child or attend the settling in a meeting.
· During the visit one adult focuses primarily on the child if this is appropriate and the other adult gathers information about the child from the parent/carer - this would normally be a senior member of staff.

· It is important that this does not become merely a question and answer session. The most important thing is to build up a relationship with the family. (See appendix for information that should be discussed).
· It’s important that the parent/carer has the time and opportunity to ask questions about the setting.

CONFIDENTIALITY SHOULD BE RESPECTECTED AT ALL TIMES.

Appendix
What do we want to know and what do we want to tell parents.

· Introduction of key worker to child/ parent/carer. Parent/carer should be aware that the key worker is the first person they should approach if they have any queries about their child.

Family History; 
· What was the child like as a baby. 
· Relationship with siblings, how are they.
· Any traumatic times – moving house, hospitalisation etc.
· Any preschool experience, if the child has attended another pre-school group ask the parent to talk about the experience, how did they settle, hours of attendance, any worries.

Child’s Health
· Are there any health worries which may affect the child at school? Any specific dietary needs, allergies etc.
· Physical Development- has the child had a chance to play in a garden do they like being outside.
· Language how does the child communicate either in English or another language. If English is not the first language, what is the first language how much is understood and spoken in the home. 
· Play - What does the child enjoy playing with. Any special interests the child has.
· Social development. Who does the child have a close relationship with? How much contact has the child had with adults/children. How does the child respond to new adults and children?
· Emotional development. Is there anything which particularly worries the child? Are there situations which might upset the child? What does the child do when angry? What is the best way of comforting the child? Does the child have a special toy or comfort object, transitional object?
· Settling in- How does the parent feel the child will settle. Who will be staying with the child? Who will be collecting the child? Take the time to explain again how the settling in will work when at preschool.
Legal framework

Under the United Nations convention on Rights of the Child, all adults are responsible in role modelling rights / respecting behaviour for all children. This ensures that all children are able to fulfil their potential and learning in a rights/respectful environment. 
Article 6
All children have the right to life. Governments should ensure that children survive and develop healthy. 

Article 14

Children have the right to think and believe what they want and to practice their religion as long as they are not stopping other people from enjoying their rights. Parents should guide their children on these matters. 
Article 24
Children have the right to good quality health care, to clean water nutritious food and a clean environment so that they will stay healthy.
Further guidance
· List here any Government documents that provide guidance on abiding by the relevant legal framework.
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